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A . MAPC's MetroPlan 2000

Cambridge is physicaly avery smdl place with jug over six square miles of land area
Whaever its problems and prospects, or however it choosesto defineits ided future, the
City'scharacter in the years ahead will be greatly influenced by actions & the regiond,
state, and Federd leve. Housing (money for affordable units) economic deve opment
(overdl state economy) and transportetion (priorities set by theStae) in paticular are
tempered by such influences. Withthisin mind, the City has actively supported the
efforts of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) in deve oping MetroPlan
2000, aRegionad Deve opment Plan for Metropolitan Boston.

In 1987, whenthe Metropolitan AreaPlanning Coundl initiged the MetroPlan 2000 planning
process the regi on was continui ng to show d gnsof stress fromtheinpacts of devd opment inthe
region. Traffic was growing by 4% per year leadingto seady increases in congestion and air poll u-
tion. Waer and sewer tregment facility capadty was ingreat demand. Theratio of hous ng cogsto
wages washigher in the Boson areathan any other metropolitan areain the naion. Theregion
seemed to be calling for avision for its future which would al ow economic devd opment totake
placein an efficient and well planned manner.

MetroPlan 2000 provides thisvision for future growth in the101 cities and townsin the
MAPC rggion. The basic tenet of the plan istha concentrating devd opment is economically and
environmentally more practical thanour current node of scattered growth. Concentrated devel -
opment encouragestransit, rideshari ng and pedestrian traffic thereby redud ng auto travel, traffic
congegion, air pollution and fuel consumption. In addition, this ty pe of devd opment reduces the
pressureto develop open space and environmentdly sensitive lands.

Theplanisdivided into three main sedions. Thefirst isthe regional devd opment plan which
describes the d assifi cati on of land use proposed for the metropalitan area. The second section is
conprisal of action recommendati onswhich are thetools for i mpl ementing the plan. Thethird and
final section of the plan will beacapitd i mprovement programwhich prioriti zes i nfrastructure
expenditures in the region acoordi ng to the goals of MetroPlan 2000.

MAPC's MéroPlan 2000 Al



MAPC Regional Development Plan

Deve?opment Area Classifications Land Resource Protection Areas *

- Urban Area ////j Preserved

Multi-Service Area @ In Need of Protection
‘:' Suburban/Rural Area * Information shown here is preliminary. Only parcels of
100 acres or more are shown. See page 36 for further
Concentrated Development discussion of Land Resource Protection Plan.

Centers ( Not Shown )
Note: This map is a graphic approximationof the boundaries of the area classifications. For more detailed delineation, refer to the GIS map at a scale of 1:60,000.
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The Regionel Development Plan

MAPC has crested a regiond devdopment framework which
addresses the imba ance between economic growth and the resources
necessary to support it. The framework designates areas differentiated
by vaious leves of devdopment potentid and naturd resources. A
basic foundation of this plan is to encourage future growth to teke
place in a concentrated manner.

There are four primary land use dassificaions in the gan:
-TheUrban Areaistheareawithin 112 mile of therapid trangt system
-The Multi-Service Areais the areaouts de the urban area supplied
with publicsewer sevice.

-The Suburban\Rurd Areahas no public sewer service.

-TheLand ResourcesProtection Areaisto be preserved as pat ofa
network of open gpaceincluding critical environmental areas and unique
landscape features.

Each of these cl assifi cati onsis mapped on figurel to show the areas of
the region which needto beprotected as wdl asthose areastha are
appropriate for devd opment. Theland resources protegionplan andthe
devd opment plan daaare currently beingupdated and refined.

Within each of those four cl asg fi cations are Concentrated D evd opment
Centers. These centers are characteri zed by the exi sence of or patentid for
sugtaining mixed use concentraed devd opment. Generd criteriafor these
centersindude: thefeasibility or avalability of public trangoortati on services,
the exigenceof or plan for the achi everment of 10% affordable housng in the
hos community, existing or proposed waer and sewer capadty and adesgn
and locati on which contributesto areduction in auto travd.

Most patentid development Stes in Cambridge arelocated within the
Urban Areawhidh isdefined ashaving the foll owing charaderistics

-Patentia high densty devd opment (FAR > 2.0)
-Public waer and sewer

-Residentid, commercial and industrial development
-Devd opment focused around trandt systems
(espeddly wdking diganceto trangt S0ps)
-Linkageto neighborhoods for affordabl e hous ng
-Protedion of open space encouraged
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Within the Uban Area are three subd assifications conprising the Utban
Economic Core, Urban Growth Centers and Utban Centers. The Urban
Economic Coreisthe commercia heart of the Region and includes theNorth
Point, Eas Cambridge and Kendall Square devd opment areas of Cambridge
and probably extending to include Univerdty Park. Urban Growth Centers
areareas tha will grow subgtartidly in the future. Alewife is consdered an
Urban Growth Center. Urban Centers are established aress tha will
experience mostly in-fill devdopment and would include the Cerntral,
Harvard and Porter Square areas of Canbridge.

While enoouraging growth inthe Urban Areaof theregiontha iswithin
walking diganceto transt, MetroPlan 2000 a o di scourages devel opment not
served by transit whichwould ind udein Canbridgesuch aress as lower
Cambridgeport andthe areaalong Menvorial Diiveatthe
Canbridgeport/Rverside border .

Action Recommendations

The second sedtion of the planis made up of 68 action recommendations. These
are the tod s for the implementaion of the plan. The recommendations were
devdoped by seven policy conmittees which meet regularly to discuss the
problems facing theregionin the areas of economi ¢ development, facility siting,
housing, land resources, solid waste, transportaion and waer resources. The
conmmittees' reconmendations indude actions regarding spedfic technology,
funding mechanismns, genera palides, and spedfic MAPC actions in each policy
area.

Although afull presentation of all action agendaitems along with a
discussion of objedives and possibl einplementaion mechani sms are found in
the actual MetroPlan 2000 document, asummary is presented here.

Economic Devel opment

MetroPlan 2000 has singled out three mgjor issuestha thregentheregion's
econony. They are: amismatch between theskills offered by avail able workers
and the ills demanded by emerging job opportunities thelack ofjob
opportunities which can offer middleincome wagesto those lacking college
educaions; and inadequaelocd, regiond and stae control over the

devd opment process and infrastrucurei nvestment. Fromthese isaues,
recommendations have been mede, the god of whidch isto preserve and enhance
economic diversity within the region, rei nforce its economi ¢ strength, and
provide employment for its red dents.

A4 MAPC's MéroPlan 2000



Facility Siting

Siting of facilities hasbecomeincread ngly difficult as probl erms

ranging fromprison overcrowding to lack of waste di spasal facilities
remain unreolved. Thereis aneed in our regionto inprove and streamine
siting processesto ensuresuccessful development of needed projeds. Many
of the probl ens encountered today center on perceived need for additional
facilities, fairness in existing processes, and thelad of coordinaion
between vari oussiting entiti es. MetroPlan 2000 mekes severa
recommendati ons which could help in thesiting of necessary regional
facilities.

Housing

Adgjuae and affordable housingis acriticd pieceoftheregion's

devd opment plan for the future. MetroPlan 2000 recommendations present
programs and concepts that address the most press ng housing issues facing
theregion: an insufficient supply of hous ng to acoomnodatethe future
employment growth; an inability of communitiesto meet the gate required
10% affordablegod; and adedreto keep hous ng permanently affordable.
Thegoa isto assure adequae and sufficient permanently affordable
housingto provide for the diverseneeds of the region's popul &ion and its

current and futurewonr d force.

Lend Resource.

MetroPlan 2000 ind udes a st of recommendations the god of which is the
protection of environmentd and recregtiond resourceswithin the region to
enhancethequdity of life and proted thepublic health. These resources
ind ude environmental, recreati onal, historic, visud and culturd resources,
such as views, landmarks and areas of specid |ocaiond charager which
define"asense of place".

Solid Waste

Solid wastedigposd is aproblemwe can no longer ignore. Solid waste
generaion rates and current digposal pradicesin therggion indicatetha
more than onethird of the MA PC communities will run out of solid waste
digposal cgpacity within the next ten years. MetroPlan 2000
recommendations center around thegod of conmunities working togeher
to develop and integratesolid waste management systens.
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Transportation

For transportaion, the thrust of MetroPlan 2000 has been to re-
versethetrend toward longer commutes, to reduce therdiance on
single-ocaupancy vehides and to inmprove the options for auto-
free commuting. In the MetroPlan 2000 recommendations, the
enphasis ison conslidaingtravd anddemand to a s$rong urban
econonic core and to concentrated growth centers. The hope is
tha in this environment, carpoding, vanpoading, wadking and
bigycling, in addition to trendt, will be feasible to a far greater
extent thantoday . Towards this end, MAPC proposes tha a new
regiond transportaion plan be developed induding capita
progranmming and projed prioritization tha is based upon the
vigon offered by MetroPlan 2000.

Water Resources

Based upon exi ging sysemcapacities, future waer and sewer demand
projections, and thestaus of water qudity, MetroPlan 2000 recommends a
focus onthe mai ntenance and upgrading of the exi sting water supply and
wadewatertreatment sysems. The god is to provide adequae service to
theregion and to protect; water supplies; wetlands; and coastd resources.

Capital Investment Program

MAPCis currently prioritiz ng infrastrudure expenditures in the region
according to MetroPlan 2000. This annually updaed Cepital Invetment
Program(CIP) will bethethird section of the Plan. This programwill be
devdoped by the MAPC policy conmittees and gaff with input fromsub-
regions and communities. The programwill includeprogjects which require
the expenditureof funds fromstate and federal sources or fromquasi-
independent authoriti es. Regiond investments inwateiworks, severage and
wagewatertreatment systems, trangortati on, hous ng, and purchases to set
asideland resources will be prioritized in the CIP .

Planning Process

The action reconmendations of MetroPlan 2000 establish aregiond
framework for the i mplementati on of poli cies adopted in MetroPlan 2000.
The plan cannot work without publicinput and support nor can theplan be
implemented in arationd way without regional coordinaionofall
component poli cies. MetroPlan 2000 offers several waysto reinforcethe
current regiond planning process and tointegraeregiond isues into the
locd planning process andlocd planning issues into the regiond planning
process.
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